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SUBJECT: MAMALONI ASSERTS SI NEUTRALITY REGARDING BOUGAINVILLE’S 
INDEPENDENCE BID 
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1. THE OCTOBER 24 ISSUE OF THE SOLOMONS NEWS DRUM CARRIED 
HEADLINE STATING "SOLOMONS TO REMAIN NEUTRAL." CHIEF MINISTER 
MAMALONI RECENTLY TOLD THE PEOPLE OF THE SHORTLAND ISLANDS 
THAT HE "WANTED TO MAKE IT QUITE CLEAR THAT BOUGAINVILLE IS 
STILL PART OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA", ACCORDING TO THE NEWS STORY. 

2. COMMENT: MAMALONI'S PUBLIC DISCLAIMER OF SUPPORT FOR 

AN INDEPENDENT BOUGAINVILLE, WHILE NOT CATEGORICAL, MAY HELP 
TO FORESTALL THE DRIFT TOWARD THE SECESSIONISTS' POSITION. 

HOWEVER, SHORTLANDERS WANT EASY ACCESS TO THE MARKETS AND 
MEDICAL FACILITIES IN URBAN CENTERS ON BOUGAINVILLE WHICH ARE 
MUCH CLOSER THAN THOSE OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS, AND BOUGAINVILLE 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE A MAGNET FOR THEM. MAMALONI WILL CONTINUE 
TO FRET. PRESSURES FROM THE SHORTLANDERS FOR SOME ARRANGEMENT 
THAT WILL INEVITABLY STRENGTHEN THEIR TIES WITH BOUGAINVILLE. 
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